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optical wavelengths:
obscuration by dust

infrared wavelengths:
blackbody emission of gas

also in this picture: a
protostar, seen before
nuclear fusion starts
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Fragmentation of molecular cloud
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Neutral Hydrogen (21 cm radiation)
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“Flocculent” spiral galaxy: no clear pattern
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Example of tidally
induced spiral arms
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          visual                               radio (21cm)                         simulation
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